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June 6,2002 RECEIVED 

Ms. Marlme H. Dortch, Esq. 
secretary 

445 126 rtrat, S.W. 

AUG 3 0 2002 

F c d d  Communications Commission FEDEML COMMUNI~TIONS COMMISSION 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Washiqton, DC 20554 

Re: Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band WT Docket No. 
02-55 

Dear Ms. Dottch 

I am Writhg on bchdfof the Etowah County ShedB De-partmt to set forth our support 
of Southern LINC in connection with the above-referenced prucding. Etowah County 
S k i t %  Departmcllt providcs public assistcmoe and nncrgency smiccs in Etowah 
County. In providing these services, we utilizc Southern LINC’s digital wireless 
c o d a t i o n s  network. 

Our understanding is that in the above-refend proceeding, the Commission is 
reviewing the causcs of, aml possible solutions for, intcrfcrence to public safety entitiis 
in the 800 MHz band. Southern’s network opnatcs in the 8OOMHz bawl, and it is 
comcrned that the Commission might rdgn the band such that its spectrum holdings, 
and thus its network, could be compromkd. To avoid that, Southern has proposed a 
pkn that would resolve inter&rence to public safety entities but would not compromiw 
S o u t h ’ s  system (or any other MHz usmi’ systems). 

Etowah county Sheriffs Office understands and strongly supports the cormnUnications 
needs of public d e t y  entities that have thcu own private wireless communications 
vacm in the 800 MHz W. We understand the dcsb of such entities to avod 
harmful intrrftrtncc to their systems, The Federal CornmuniCations ConmrissiOn should, 
to the m s S a r Y ,  takc steps to deviate such intcrfrrcnce. 
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For its prt. Etowah County Shad& Dqmrtment ut*ps Southern LINC for WiFsltSs 
co- . ' 11s. unlike most othcr cormnrrcial pro\idcrs, southern LINC provides 
combincd dispatch and intercomectcd service in the same handset, a feahrrr that Etowph 
County S h d &  Dcpartmt considers highly important. Also imp0-t is that &mthcrn 
LNC'S network comprehensiwly covers our jurisdiction and that its srrvict is highly 
&able oad of high quality. Etowah County Sheriffs De- relics on Southern Linc 
for knpoaaht public safety cornmmiCatbm. We wuld not toleretc its service being shut- 
0% intermpted, or otherwise compromised. 

Etowah County S M s  Dcpartmnt has not studied Sn the particular interference 
resolution proposals thnt have been submitted to the (hnmissbn and docs not have an 
opinion as to which plan the Commission should adopt. However, Etowah County 
Shift3 hpartmnt strongly supports the contmued vitality of Southern LINC, and for 
tbst rc-n we urge thc Coarnrdssion not to adopt a pba that would compmmise Southern 
LINC's nctwork. Southern LINC is e strong supporter and aUy ofthe public safety 
comunity, and as ability to wntinue to provide Wirekw C O d ~ t t i O n s  to pubb 
day entitics must not be jcvparW. 

Tbank you h r  considering our positiou on t b  matter. 


